Generic Problem Solving Guide

Focus
o Draw a picture
o What is the question?
o List known quantities and unknown quantities
o Listassumptions
* Physics
o Determine approach - What physics principles will you use?
o Pickacoordinate system
o Simplify picture to a schematic (if needed)

o Divide problem into sub-problems
o Modify schematic and coordinate system if needed
o Write general equations
* Execute
o Write equations with variables
o Simplify and solve
Evaluate

o Check units
o Is answer reasonable? Check limiting cases!
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